
About the 2024 Congressional Arts Report Card
The Arts Action Fund PAC's 2024 Congressional Arts Report Card is an analysis and scorecard of how current
incumbent Congressional candidates took pro-arts actions over the last two years. This document serves as
your one-stop review of pro-arts actions taken or not taken by incumbents before you cast your vote at the
ballot box. We evaluated 12 legislative arts indicators in the House and 10 arts indicators in the Senate. These
arts indicators range from floor votes to prevent deep cuts to the arts and humanities to co-sponsoring
important arts policy legislation and signing on to "Dear Colleague" letters with their peers in the House and the
Senate to show group support for the arts. Those Members of Congress who showed exemplary leadership in
being an arts champion earned extra credit. A total of 313 pro-arts House members and 54 Senators received a
Thumbs Up       on our 2024 Congressional Arts Report Card. A full 100% of Democrats and 44% of Republicans
received a Thumbs Up to reflect the measurable increase in bipartisan support for the arts in Congress.
Additionally, 32 super arts champions in the House and 2 in the Senate received a Double Thumbs Up              for
exceeding scores above 100% with extra credit Congressional arts leadership. 

YOUR GUIDE TO VOTING FOR THE ARTS

AUGUST 2024

About the Presidential and Vice-Presidential Candidates’ Past Congressional Arts Records
Since the Arts Action Fund has been producing the Congressional Arts Report Card for more than two decades,
we’re able to look back at the arts records for all four of the candidates. When Kamala Harris was in the Senate
(2017-2020), she received a Thumbs Up for her entire tenure and as Vice President, the Biden/Harris Administration
(2021-2024) requested increases in funding for the arts and humanities for the last four consecutive years. When
Donald Trump was in the White House (2017-2021), he proposed eliminating all funding for the National
Endowment for the Arts and for the Humanities four years in a row. When Tim Walz was a member of Congress in
the House (2007-2019), he consistently received a pro-arts Thumbs Up. During J.D. Vance’s short tenure as U.S.
Senator (2023 - present), he did not take any pro-arts actions and, as a result, did not receive a Thumbs Up in this
2024 Congressional Arts Report Card.
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The U.S. House of Representatives 

2024 Congressional Arts Leadership Award: Rep. James Clyburn (D-SC).  

Advancing Equity Through the Arts and Humanities Act: Lead sponsor Representative Barbara Lee (D-CA)
with seven original cosponsors Reps. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), Jamaal Bowman (D-NY), Yvette Clarke (D-
NY), Dwight Evans (D-PA), Andy Kim (D-NJ), Mary Gay Scanlon (D-PA), and Mark Takano (D-CA).  H.R.3239.

Allowing Steady Savings by Eliminating Tests Act: Lead House sponsor Rep. Jimmy Gomez (D-CA).  H.R. 9149.

Appropriating $5 million for the Creative Arts Therapies in Veterans’ Appropriations Bills FY24 and FY25:
Rep. John R. Carter (R-TX) and Rep. Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL).  

Arts Advocacy Day Sponsors: Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) and former Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA).  

Arts Education for All Act: Lead sponsor Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) with two original
cosponsors Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME) and Rep. Teresa Leger Fernández (D-NM).  H.R.5463. 

Art in Embassies State Dept. FY24 Appropriations Speakers: Reps. Don Beyer (D-VA) & Chellie Pingree (D-ME). 

Charitable Act: Lead sponsor Rep. Blake Moore (R-UT) with three original cosponsors Rep. Danny K. Davis (D-
IL), Rep. Michelle Steel (R-CA), and Rep. Chris Pappas (D-NH). H.R. 3435.  

Congressional Arts Caucus Co-Chairs: Reps. Chellie Pingree (D-ME), Elise Stefanik (R-NY), Mike Turner (R-OH).  

Congressional Humanities Caucus Co-Chairs: Reps. Dina Titus (D-NV) and Mike Carey (R-OH). 

Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the Economy Act: Lead sponsor Rep.
Debbie Dingell (D-MI) with one original cosponsor Del. Jenniffer González-Colón (R-PR).  H.R. 7281. 

CREATE Art Act: Lead sponsor Representative Maxwell Frost (D-FL) with three original cosponsors Rep. Dan
Kildee (D-MI), Rep. Greg Casar (D-TX), and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY). H.R. 7918. 

Creative Workforce Investment Act: Lead sponsor Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-NM) with three original
cosponsors Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA), Rep. Jay Obernolte (R-CA), and Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME).  H.R. 6935.

Dear Colleague Letter for NEA FY24 Appropriations: Led by Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Maria
Salazar (R-FL). 

Dear Colleague Letter for NEA FY25 Appropriations: Led by Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Maria
Salazar (R-FL). 

Dear Colleague Letter for NEH FY24 Appropriations: Reps. Dina Titus (D-NV) and Mike Carey (R-OH). 

Dear Colleague Letter for NEH FY25 Appropriations: Reps. Dina Titus (D-NV) and Mike Carey (R-OH). 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3239?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Advancing+Equity+Through+the+Arts+and+Humanities+Act%22%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/9149?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Jimmy+Gomez%22%7D&s=4&r=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5463?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Arts+Education+for+All+Act%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3435?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22charitable+act%22%7D&s=5&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7281?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Comprehensive+Resources+for+Entrepreneurs+in+the+Arts+to+Transform+the+Economy+Act%22%7D&s=6&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7918?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22CREATE+Art+Act%22%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7918?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22CREATE+Art+Act%22%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6935?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22creative+workforce+investment%22%7D&s=7&r=2
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY24%20National%20Endowment%20for%20the%20Arts%20Funding%20Letter%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY25%20National%20Endowment%20for%20the%20Arts%20Dear%20Colleague.pdf
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY24-National-Endowment-for-the-Humanities-Funding.pdf
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY25%20NEH%20Dear%20Colleague.pdf


The U.S. House of Representatives 

HOUSE ARTS LEADERSHIP EXTRA CREDIT DESIGNATIONS

Defense Appropriations FY24 and FY25 for Community Arts Engagement: Rep. Ken Calvert (R-CA) and Rep.
Betty McCollum (D-MN). 

Early STEAM Achievement Act: Lead sponsor Rep. Ann Kuster (D-NH) with 12 original cosponsors Reps.
Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR), Jamaal Bowman (D-NY), Shontel Brown (D-OH), Yadira Caraveo (D-CO), Yvette
Clarke (D-NY), Suzan DelBene (D-WA), Mark DeSaulnier (D-CA), Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ), Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ),
Jahana Hayes (D-CT), Pramila Jayapal (D-WA), and Greg Landsman (D-OH).  H.R.3374. 

Education Appropriations Hearing FY24 and FY25 Pro-Arts Speaker: Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT).  

Equitable Arts Education Enhancement Act: Lead sponsor Rep. Sydney Kamlager-Dove (D-CA) with four
Original Cosponsors Rep. Alma Adams (D-NC), Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA), Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez (D-NY),
and Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR). H.R. 8943. 
 
HBCU Arts Act: Lead sponsor Rep. Alma Adams (D-NC).  H.R. 5895. 

House Appropriations Sub and Full Committee Pro-Arts Speakers at Hearings: Vocal support given to the
arts by Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK), Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME), Betty McCollum (D-MN), Jake Ellzey (R-TX),
Chuck Edwards (R-NC) and Chairman Mike Simpson (R-ID). 
 
NIH Funding for Arts and Brain Research: Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME). 
 
Performing Artists Tax Parity Act: Lead sponsors Rep. Judy Chu (D-CA) and Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-FL) with
six Original Cosponsors Rep. Nicole Malliotakis (R-NY), Rep. James McGovern (D-MA), Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-
NY), Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN), Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME), and Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-WA).  H.R. 2871. 

Perry Amendment Floor Vote Attempting to Cut FY24 NEA Appropriations Pro-Arts Speakers: Rep. Chellie
Pingree (D-ME), Rep. Betty McCollum (D-MN), and Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID). 
 
Reimagining Inclusive Arts Education Act: Lead sponsor Rep. David Scott (D-GA) with three Original
Cosponsors Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon (PA-05), Rep. Maxwell Frost (FL-10), and Rep. Donald M. Payne Jr.  H.R.
7261. 

Saving Transit Arts Resources Act: Lead sponsor Rep. Alma Adams (D-NC) with six Original Cosponsors Rep.
Andre Carson (D-IN), Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA), Rep. James McGovern (D-MA), Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-
DC), Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME), Rep. Janice Schakowsky (D-IL).  H.R. 6397. 

Speaker at Americans for the Arts’ Arts & Economic Prosperity Study 6 Briefing on Capitol Hill: Rep. Debbie
Dingell (D-MI).

STEAM Caucus Co-Chairs: Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY). 

Ticket Act Markup in the Subcommittee on Innovation, Data & Commerce Pro-Arts Leaders: Rep. Gus
Bilirakis (R-FL), Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, and Rep. Janice Schakowsky (D-IL). H.R. 3950. 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3374?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Early+STEAM+Achievement+Act%3A%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8943?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%228943%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/8943?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%228943%22%7D&s=2&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5895?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hr+5895%22%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2871?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Performing+Artists+Tax+Parity+Act%22%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2871?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Performing+Artists+Tax+Parity+Act%22%7D&s=8&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7261?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Reimagining+Inclusive+Arts+Education+Act%3A%22%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7261?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Reimagining+Inclusive+Arts+Education+Act%3A%22%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7261?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22Reimagining+Inclusive+Arts+Education+Act%3A%22%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6397?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22saving+transit%22%7D&s=9&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/6397?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22saving+transit%22%7D&s=9&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3950
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/3950


HOW TO READ THE U.S. HOUSE ARTS SUPPORT INDICATORS

Date:  As of  07/31/2024                   Result:  120 Members                    Pro-arts position:         Member Yes 

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or
join caucuses, but many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of other ways. 

A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.

* Membership in the Congressional Arts Caucus as of 07/03/2024. The list is maintained by the
Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME) and Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY). 

1

2
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5

6

The U.S. House of Representatives 

*

Date:  As of  07/31/2024                   Result:  57 Members                     Pro-arts position:         Member Yes 

* Membership in the Congressional STEAM Caucus as of 07/08/2024. The list is maintained by the
Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY). 

Date:  As of  07/31/2024                   Result:  69 Members                     Pro-arts position:         Member Yes 

* Membership in the Congressional Humanities Caucus as of 07/17/2024. The list is maintained by the
Caucus Co-Chairs Rep. Dina Titus (D-NV) and Rep. Mike Carey (R-OH).

Date:  As of  05/01/2024                   Result:  116  Signatories               Pro-arts position:         Cosigned Yes 

Cosigned the FY'25 "Dear Colleague" letter on May 1, 2024, asking House appropriators to support a
funding level of “at least” $211 million for the National Endowment for the Arts in FY'25. The letter was
led by Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Maria Salazar (R-FL).

Cosigned the FY'25 "Dear Colleague" letter on May 1, 2024, asking House appropriators to support a
funding level of “at least” $211 million for the National Endowment for the Humanities in FY'25. The
letter was led by Rep. Dina Titus (D-NV) and Rep. Mike Carey (R-OH). 

Date:  As of  05/01/2024                   Result:  149  Signatories               Pro-arts position:         Cosigned Yes 

Cosigned the FY'24 "Dear Colleague" letter on March 23, 2023, asking House appropriators to support
a funding level of “at least” $211 million for the National Endowment for the Arts in FY'24. The letter
was led by Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and Rep. Maria Salazar (R-FL).

Date:  As of  03/23/2023                   Result:  117  Signatories               Pro-arts position:         Cosigned Yes 

** Floor votes on arts-releated legislation carried the highest scoring weight to help achieve a thumbs up 
arts grade.  If a Member of Congress earned a perfect score or higher with Extra Credit points, they then received a 

double thumbs up 
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https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY25%20National%20Endowment%20for%20the%20Arts%20Dear%20Colleague.pdf
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY25%20NEH%20Dear%20Colleague.pdf
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY24%20National%20Endowment%20for%20the%20Arts%20Funding%20Letter%20FINAL.pdf


HOW TO READ THE U.S. HOUSE ARTS SUPPORT INDICATORS

Date:  As of  03/23/2023                   Result:  121 Signatories              Pro-arts position:         Cosigned Yes 

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or
join caucuses, but many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of ways. 

** Floor votes on arts-releated legislation carried the highest scoring weight to help achieve a thumbs up
arts grade.  If a Member of Congress earned a perfect score or higher with Extra Credit points, they then received a 

double thumbs up 

A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.

Cosigned the FY'24 "Dear Colleague" letter on March 23, 2023, asking House appropriators to
support a funding level of “at least” $211 million for the National Endowment for the Humanities in
FY'24. The letter was led by Rep. Dina Titus (D-NV) and Rep. Mike Carey (R-OH). 

7

8

9

10

The U.S. House of Representatives 
*

Date:  As of  07/23/2024                    Result:  269 Nays                         Pro-arts position:         Nay 

**Voted “Nay” on H.R. 8998 Roll Call 386, the Rep. Brecheen Floor Amendment on July 23, 2024, to cut
FY’25 funding to the NEH by 25%. Amendment was defeated by a vote of 269-147 with 21 not voting.

**Voted “Nay” on H.R. 4821 Roll Call 570, the Rep. Perry Floor Amendment on November 2, 2023, to
eliminate FY24 funding to the NEA. Amendment was defeated by a vote of 292-129 with 17 not voting.

**Voted “Nay” on H.R. 4821 Roll Call 571, the Rep. Perry Floor Amendment on November 2, 2023, to
eliminate FY24 funding to the NEH. Amendment was defeated by a vote of 292-132 with 14 not voting.

**Voted “Yes” on H.R. 3950 Roll Call 212, the TICKET Act, which requires ticket sellers for concerts,
performances, and sporting events to clearly and prominently disclose at the beginning of the
transaction--and prior to the selection of a ticket--the total ticket price for the event and an
itemized list of the base ticket price and fees. Bill passed by a vote of 399-24 with 18 not voting.

Date:  As of  05/15/2024                     Result:  388  Yes                           Pro-arts position:          Yes 

** Extra credit for arts leadership activity such as sponsoring or being an original cosponsor of pro-
arts legislation, leading "Dear Colleague" letters, chairing caucuses and committees, and voicing
support for the arts in hearings and floor debates, and within party leadership to advance the arts.

Date:  As of  07/31/2024                     Result:  66 Members                 Pro-arts leadership:        Yes

11

12

Date:  As of  11/02/2023                    Result:  292 Nays                          Pro-arts position:         Nay 

Date:  As of  11/02/2023                    Result:  292 Nays                          Pro-arts position:         Nay 
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https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY24-National-Endowment-for-the-Humanities-Funding.pdf
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes?RollCallNum=386&BillNum=H.R.8998
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2023570
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2023571
https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2024212


     indicates pro-arts position              indicates opposition or no action taken              Member didn’t vote, n/a due to leadership position, no longer in office, or not in office yet

The U.S. House of Representatives 

STATE
District

2024 U.S. Rep. (Party) Notes as of 8/15/2024 2024 
GradeRed = Pro-Arts Member
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     indicates pro-arts position              indicates opposition or no action taken              Member didn’t vote, n/a due to leadership position, no longer in office, or not in office yet

The U.S. House of Representatives 

STATE
District

2024 U.S. Rep. (Party) Notes as of 8/15/2024 2024 
GradeRed = Pro-Arts Member
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The U.S. Senate 

SENATE ARTS LEADERSHIP EXTRA CREDIT DESIGNATIONS 

Leadership on the Fans First Act: Senator Marsha Blackburn (TN), Senator John Cornyn (R-TX),
Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), and Senator Peter Welch (D-VT). S. 3457
 
Leadership on the Charitable Act: Sponsored by Senator James Lankford (R-OK) and Senator
Chris Coons (D-DE). S. 566
 
Leadership on the Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the
Economy Act of 2024: Sponsored by Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI) and Senator John Cornyn (R-
TX). S. 3759

Leadership on the Creative Workforce Investment Act: Sponsored by Senator Ben Ray Lujan (D-
NM) and Senator Alex Padilla (D-CA). S. 3572
 
Leadership on the Performing Artist Tax Parity Act of 2024 (PATPA): Sponsored by Senator Mark
Warner (D-VA) and Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC). S. 4747
 
Leadership on the Allowing Steady Savings by Eliminating Tests Act (ASSET): Sponsored by
Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) and Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH). S. 4784
 
Leadership on the FY24 and FY25 Senate Appropriations Committee: Senator Patty Murray (D-
WA) and Senator Susan Collins (R-ME).  

Leadership on the FY24 and FY25 Senate Appropriations Subcommittee: Senator Jeff Merkley
(D-OR) and Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK).

Leadership on the FY24 and FY25 Floor Leadership to Help Advance Pro-arts Legislation: Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY).

Speakers at Americans for the Arts’ Arts & Economic Prosperity Study 6 Briefing on Capitol Hill:
Senator Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) and Senator Jack Reed (D-RI).

Voicing Additional Support in Senate Interior; Health, Education & Labor; Defense; and
Veterans Appropriations and Authorization Committees FY24 and FY25: Senator Shelley Moore
Capito (R-WV) and Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI), Senator Jon Tester (D-
MT), Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT).
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3457
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/566
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3759
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3572
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4747/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4784


HOW TO READ THE U.S. SENATE ARTS SUPPORT INDICATORS *

The U.S. Senate 

Date:  As of  07/25/2024               Result:  35 Members                    Pro-arts position:       Member Yes 

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or
join caucuses, but many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of ways. 

A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.

* Membership in the Senate Cultural Caucus (arts & humanities) as of July 25, 2024. The list is
maintained by Caucus Co-Chairs Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) and Senator Susan Collins (R-ME).

1

2

Date:  As of  05/15/2024                 Result:  42 Signatories               Pro-arts position:        Signed Yes 

** Signed the FY'25 "Dear Colleague" letter on May 15, 2024, asking Senate appropriators to support a
funding level of "at least" $211 million each for the National Endowment for the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Humanities. The letter was led by Senate Cultural Caucus Co-Chair Senator Jack
Reed (D-RI). **

3

Date: As of 04/04/2023                  Result:  45 Signatories                Pro-arts position:       Signed Yes 

** Signed the FY'24 "Dear Colleague" letter on April 4,2023, asking Senate appropriators to support a
funding level of "at least" $211 million each for the National Endowment for the Arts and the National
Endowment for the Humanities." The letter was led by Senate Cultural Caucus Co-Chair Senator
Jack Reed (D-RI). **

4

Date:  As of  08/15/2024                  Result:  24 Cosponsors               Pro-arts position:       Cosponsor Yes 

Cosponsored S. 566, The Charitable Act. This legislation would expand and extend the expired non-
itemized deduction for charitable giving. Sponsored by Senator James Lankford (R-OK) and Senator
Chris Coons (D-DE).

5

Date:  As of  08/15/2024                   Result:  2 Cosponsors                   Pro-arts position:       Cosponsor Yes 

Cosponsored S. 3759, Comprehensive Resources for Entrepreneurs in the Arts to Transform the
Economy Act of 2024 (CREATE Act of 2024). This bill would expand small business programs for artists
and arts entrepreneurs, as well as strengthen arts-focused economic development. Sponsored by
Senator Brian Schatz (D-HI) and Senator John Cornyn (R-TX).

** Dear Colleague Signatory Letters on arts-related legislation carried the highest scoring weight to help achieve a 
thumbs up       arts grade. If a Senator earned a perfect score or higher with Extra Credit points, they then received a double

thumbs up  
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https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY25-NEA-NEH-Letter-FINAL-SIGNED.pdf
https://www.artsactionfund.org/sites/artsactionfund.org/files/FY24%20NEA-NEH%20Request%20Letter%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/566
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3759
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Date:  As of  08/15/2024                 Result:  3 Cosponsors                Pro-arts position:       Cosponsor Yes 

Cosponsored S. 3572, the Creative Workforce Investment Act. This legislation would help invest in
the creative economy through the creation of a workforce grants program to employ artists and
writers to create publicly available art. Sponsored by Senator Ben Ray Luján (D-NM) and Senator
Alex Padilla (D-CA).

6

Date:  As of  08/15/2024                  Result:  13 Cosponsors               Pro-arts position:        Cosponsor Yes 

Cosponsored S. 3457, the Fans First Act would create a more vibrant and sustainable live
entertainment industry by banning speculative or fake tickets, make it illegal for deceptive
marketing, websites, and URLS to trick consumers into paying more, requiring every seller to show
the full itemized cost of the ticket, and providing clear penalties with state and federal
enforcement. Sponsored by Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Senator John Cornyn (R-TX).

7

* Please note that Party Leadership and Appropriations Committee members typically do not sign “Dear Colleague” letters or
join caucuses, but many still exercise arts leadership in a variety of other ways. 

** Dear Colleague Signatory Letters on arts-related legislation carried the highest scoring weight to help achieve a 
thumbs up       arts grade. If a Senator earned a perfect score or higher with Extra Credit points, they then received a double

thumbs up  
A filled-in dot          on the Congressional Arts Report Card signifies a pro-arts action was taken.

Date:  As of  08/15/2024                  Result:  2 Cosponsors                Pro-arts position:        Cosponsor Yes 

Cosponsored S. 4747, the Performing Artist Tax Parity Act of 2024. The bill would will update and
increase the income ceiling to $100,000 for individuals and $200,000 for married joint filers, allowing
far lower and middle-income performing artists to receive tax relief for work-related expenses.
Sponsored by Senator Mark Warner (D-VA) and Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC).

8

Date:  As of 08/15/2024                   Result:  10 Cosponsors               Pro-arts position:        Cosponsor Yes 

Cosponsored S. 4784, the Allowing Steady Savings by Eliminating Tests Act (ASSET Act) would
eliminate asset limits on Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, and Low-Income Home Energy Program. These measures would help artists
retain these benefits when awarded grants for their work. Sponsored by Senator Chris Coons (D-
DE) and Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH).

9

** Extra credit for arts leadership activity such as being the sponsor or original cosponsor of pro-
arts legislation, circulating "Dear Colleague" letters in support of the NEA/NEH, and leading
caucuses, committees and party leadership to advance the arts.

10

Date:  As of  08/15/2024                  Result:  21 Members                    Pro-arts leadership:      Yes 

The U.S. Senate 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3572
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/3457
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4747/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/4784


     indicates pro-arts position              indicates opposition or no action taken              Member didn’t vote, n/a due to leadership position, no longer in office, or not in office yet
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1. Arts strengthen the economy. The nation’s Arts and Culture sector—nonprofit, commercial, education—is a $1.1
trillion industry that supports 5.2 million jobs (2022). That is 4.3% of the nation’s economy—a larger share of GDP than
powerhouse sectors such as Transportation, Construction, Education, and Agriculture. Similar results are found at the
state level. The nonprofit arts and culture industry alone generated $151.7 billion in economic activity in 2022—
spending by arts organizations and their audiences—which supported 2.6 million jobs and generated $29.1 billion in
government revenue.

2. Arts drive revenue to local businesses. Arts attendees spend an average of $38.46 per person, per event, beyond
the cost of admission on items such as meals, parking, and lodging—vital income for local businesses. 30% of
attendees come from outside the county in which the arts event took place; those nonlocal attendees average $60.57
in spending beyond admission, and 77% said they traveled to the community specifically to attend that arts and
culture event.

3. Arts unify communities. 72% of Americans believe “The arts provide shared experiences with people of different
races, ethnicities, ages, beliefs, and identities.” 63% agree that the arts “help me understand other cultures in my
community better”—perspectives observed across all demographic and economic categories.

4. Arts strengthen mental health and wellbeing. Just 45 minutes of art making can lower the stress hormone cortisol
by 25%. More than half of Americans (60%) say the arts have “helped them cope during times of mental or emotional
distress,” and 69% believe the arts “lift me up beyond everyday experiences.”

5. Arts and culture are tourism drivers. Arts travelers are ideal tourists, staying longer and spending more to seek out
authentic culture experiences. 70% of Americans agree, “The arts improve the image and identity of my community,”
and 53% say, “When planning a vacation, I consider the destination’s arts and culture experiences when deciding
where to visit.”

6. Arts improve academic performance. Students engaged in arts learning have higher GPAs, standardized test
scores, and college-going rates as well as lower drop-out rates. These academic benefits are reaped by students
across all socio-economic strata. Yet, the Department of Education reports that access to arts education for
students of color is significantly lower than for their white peers. 91% of Americans believe that arts are part of a well-
rounded K-12 education.

7. Arts spark creativity and innovation. Creativity is among the top five applied skills sought by business leaders—per
the Conference Board’s Ready to Innovate report—with 72% saying creativity is of “high importance” when hiring.
Research on creativity shows that Nobel laureates in the sciences are 17 times more likely to be actively engaged as
an arts maker than other scientists.

8. Arts have social impact. University of Pennsylvania researchers have demonstrated that a high concentration of
the arts in a city leads to greater civic engagement, more social cohesion, higher child welfare, and lower poverty
rates.

9. Arts improve healthcare. Nearly one-half of the nation’s healthcare institutions provide arts programming for
patients, families, and even staff. 78% deliver these programs because of their healing benefits to patients—shorter
hospital stays, better pain management, and less medication. 75% of Americans say if their doctor wrote them a
prescription to participate in the arts as a way to improve their physical or mental health, they would likely follow that
recommendation.

10. Arts for the health and well-being of our military. The arts can heal the mental, physical, and moral injuries of war
for military servicemembers and Veterans—who rank the creative arts therapies in the top four (out of 40)
interventions and treatments.

TOP 10 REASONS TO SUPPORT THE ARTS IN 2024
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Arts Action Fund PAC is the only national bipartisan political action committee
dedicated to financially supporting pro-arts federal candidates in federal elections.
The Americans for the Arts Action Fund PAC’s direct contributions to pro-arts federal
candidates is one of the most effective ways to help advance arts on a national level.
Members of Congress know the types of PACs that are connected to large membership
organizations, like ours, represent an activist voting constituency as well.

Only members of the Arts Action Fund can contribute to its Arts Action Fund PAC. By
contributing, you will send a message to candidates that arts advocates will support
elected leaders who will stand up for artists, equitable public policies to provide
individuals and families affordable access to all forms of the arts and every child’s right
to a comprehensive, high quality arts education. Your contribution will also help us
more effectively rally national support against attacks to the arts, as well as build the
necessary influence to ensure bipartisan support for the arts. You can contribute to the
Arts Action Fund PAC online at ArtsActionFund.org/formassembly/fa_form/120. 

For questions about this report, please contact Arts Action Fund and PAC Executive
Director Nina Ozlu Tunceli at ntunceli@artsusa.org or Arts Action Fund Manager
Morgan Furnari at mfurnari@artsusa.org. Special thanks to Daniel Reiter and Ashley
Baek for their invaluable research work on this project. 

The 2024 Congressional Arts Report Card is a political publication of the
Americans for the Arts Action Fund PAC (Arts Action Fund PAC) and is not
authorized by any candidate or committee. An electronic  copy can be
found at www.ArtsActionFund.org/ReportCard. 

1275 K Street NW ·  Suite 1200 · Washington, DC 20005 ·  T 202.371.2830 ·  @ArtsActionFund ·  www.ArtsActionFund.org

F
or more information, please visit our website at www.ArtsActionFund.org.

For more information, please visit our website at www.ArtsActionFund.org.

https://www.artsactionfund.org/formassembly/fa_form/120
http://artsusa.org/
https://www.artsactionfund.org/artsvote
https://www.artsactionfund.org/learn/congressional-arts-report-card

